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General, U.S. Marine Corps

Photo by Sgt. Nicholas S. Hizer

Sering 2003

> CAMP FOX, Kuwait — A British
CH-47 Chinook approaches as a helicopter
support team, consisting of U.S. Marines
and British troops, waits to hook up

fuel bladders before moving north into
Iraq March 30. The Marines of 2nd
Transportation Support Battalion, Marine
Logistics Command, are performing

these operations daily to meet Operation
Iraqi Freedom’s logistical requirements.
Photo by Staff Sgt. Jason Huffine
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2| The Terrorist Attacks

The events of Sept. 11 changed
America. In the days and weeks fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks, heroes—
firefighters, policemen and everyday
citizens—sifted through the ash and
rubble of the Twin Towers and the
Pentagon, searching tirelessly for
survivors. Marines were there, in
New York and Washington,

to lend a hand.

12 911’ Forces

MAGTFs—MEFs, MEBs and
MEUs—these are the units forward
deployed at the tip of the spear. The
Marine Air Ground Task Force is the
Marine Corps’ main organization for
conducting missions. MAGTFs pro-
vide commanders with versatile expe-
ditionary forces capable of responding
to a broad spectrum of situations.
Months of planning and training go
into preparing MAGTF Marines for
operations “over there.”

Tip of the Spear

Since Oct. 7, 2001, Marines have
been forward deployed in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom,
staging in key areas for the war on
terror. Then March 19, the nation
went to war and Operation Iraqi
Freedom began. To defend America,
Marines ar ng in seas with
names they’ve only read about and
hiking through lands with names
they can’t even pronounce. Wherever
they are, they are ready and able

to get the job done.



| told him, "Go over there, do what you

Makeup of the
Marine Family

These families understand

the sacrifices made to keep
America free. They come from
middle America and both coasts,
well-to-do suburbs and low-
income slums, farms and cities.
Marines are the common thread
that binds them to each other and
the larger Marine Corps family.

[

Outside the Gates

When Marines deploy, the
communities outside the gate are
affected. Businesses, like dry
cleaners and barbers, often find
their shops empty and count the
days until the Marines return.
And though emotions run high
as anti-war protest are held
across America and the world,
local communities rally around
the flag and our troops,

praying for their safe return.

have to do and come home.

Tearful Goodbyes & Joyful Returns

Leaving for deployment is an emotional experience no matter
when it happens. When Marines began deploying for the war
on terror, it became an even more traumatic experience for the
loved ones left behind—making the homecomings more joyous.
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From the Editor
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A CAMP COYOTE, Kuwait-
Marines with 7th Marines, listen
to Maj. Gen. James N. Mattis,
commanding general of 1st Marine
Divison, at Camp Coyote Feb. 18.
Photo by Lance Cpl. Nathan Alan Heusdens
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to support our fol

This special edition of Marines, Portraits of
Patriotism, highlights the Marines on the front
line fighting the global war on terrorism. These
Portraits of Patriotism include the families left
behind and the communities, which have rallied

Marines

OUND UFF

Freedom Is not free.

ARINES CONTINUE TO PAY THE PRICE OF FREEDOM

with their sweat, their blood and their lives. When our nation calls, we

answer. We have gallantly crossed swords with Barbary pirates along the
shores of Tripoli. We have defeated entrenched German troops at Belleau Wood in
France, earning the title Devil Dogs for our ferociousness. We have fought, inch by
inch, to make our way up to a wind-swept peak on Iwo Jima to plant
our nation’s flag. We have decimated Chinese battalions at the
Frozen Chosin, proving our superior battle skills against overwhelming forces.
We have slogged through rice patties and hacked through jungles in Vietnam
fighting against communism.

Our history echoes with the cries of Marines, who
fought and died, who fought and won, because America
called us to arms. We pride ourselves on being “most
ready when the nation is least ready.”

After the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, America’s call
to arms was a roar. The gaping holes where the
Twin Towers once stood and the broken walls of the
Pentagon are a painful reminder to America that there
are terrorist forces in the world that have no guilt
about taking innocent human life.

Our president assured us that no matter in what remote
corners of the earth they may choose to hide, those
responsible will be found and will be punished. Never again will we be vulnerable
to such devastation. As in the past, Marines are ready to fulfill the president’s vow.
Marines were among the first to engage in the war on terrorism.

From the caves of Afghanistan where we rooted out the Taliban and al Qaeda to the
sands of Iraq where we toppled Saddam’s forces, we have shown our mettle. Marines
have bled and died in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.
We are, as always, prepared to pay the price to ensure America stays free. This special
edition to Marines highlights the individuals making the sacrifices and fighting the

battles. Marines shows these portraits of patriotism through the

lenses of our combat correspondents and photographers. M

the Cover

Portraits of Patriotism —
Semper Fi

rward-deployed Marines.
Photo by Steve Cole,

Digital Manipulation by Seth H. Sirbaugh/
R+B Communication Design Co.
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